BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SIXDH            3
The Daud-potras and Kalhora families began their contest for
supremacy in Sindh about the year 1658. This caused constant
disorders in the country. It was not before 1711 that the
Kalhoras were finally established as the rulers of Sindh,
though they were soon afterwards (1739) subjugated by
Nadir Shah who forced them to pay a tribute. His supremacy
over Sindh was passed on to Ahmad Shah and to Shah Zaman,
the Durrani rulers of Afghanistan. Locally, however, the
Kalhoras continued to rule and were ultimately able to evolve
conditions favourable to trade.9 The idea of establishing a
British factory was again revived, and on the 22nd of
September 1758, Ghulam Shah, the Kalhora prince, granted
a Parncana to Mr. Sumption of the Company's service for the
establishment of a factory in Sindh. To that permission were
added certain immunities and exemptions and the Sindhian
officers and subjects were generally ordered to allow the
English gentlemen to carry on trade unmolested. But it was
added that "no other Englishman is to have a house or any
encouragement." A factory wras consequently built at Tatta
on the Indus and a commerce, confined to the export of salt-
petre and import of woollen clothes, was started. Three years
later the same prince issued a further order on the occasion of
the arrival at his court of Mr. Erskine as Resident in Sindh
for the affairs of the Company. This document ratified pre-
vious advantages and excluded all Europeans except the
English from trading with Sindh. On the whole Ghulam Shah
showed a very friendly disposition towards the servants of the
East India Company.9*
Trade connections thus established continued till 1775,
when, owing to the political excitements of Sindh, and the
discouraging attitude of the new ruler, Sarfaraz Khan, the
factory was withdrawn. The struggle between the Talpuras
and Kalhoras which was to end in the final overthrow of the
3 Among the inscriptions recently collected by the Archaeological
Survey of India, from the Districts of Karachi, Dadu, Larkana, Stikkur
and Hyderabad, there is one on a marble slab which served as the founda-
tion stone of the city of Hyderabad. The inscription bears the title
Ghazi after the name of Ghulam Shah Kalhora. The use of the title
Ghazi was generally assumed by independent Kings, and indicates that
Ghulam Shah had succeeded in proclaiming his independence of Kabul.
9a See Appendices Nos. I and II, p. 64.